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PREFACE,

“After the compilation of the two great poems, the Réméyapa
and the Mah4bh4rata, the bulk of Sanskyit literature was in-
creased by the introduction of several works known by the
name of Purdgas and Upapurépas, each being uniformly stated
to be eighteen in number, Though the Purpasand Upa-
purdpas are evidently derived from the same religious system’
as the R4mdyapa and the Mahdbh4rata, or from the mytho-
heroic stage of Hindu belief, yet they present, certain pecu-’
liarities which clearly indicate their belonging t& a later period .
and:to an important modification in the progress of opinion,

It cannot be easily ascertained why these works in spite of
their similar characteristics have obtained such different titles'.
as Purfipa and Upapurfna. According to the S4stras, those
written by the great sage Vedavy4sa are called by the name of’
Purépa and those by other Rishis by that of Upapurdna, The
prefix ‘upa’ however in the latter indicates a later origin, and
it is highly probable that those compiled subsequent to the
Purfnas were called Upa-purdpas.

If we believe about the authorship of the S4stras what is smd :
in the Purdnas and Upapur4yas, viz., that they were originally
written by Rishis of the most nncient times, then it is highly-
probable, that the original works have been replaced by later
versions which were not only written after their style, but also
¢ontain passages here and there taken from them. - For from
internal evidence it appears clear that, the Purdnas and Upa-
purdpas which have come to us must have been compiled after -
the difforent sects of the Hindus, Saiva, Vaishnava &c, had
been well established, . .

Mr, Wilson also agrees with us in thinking that the Purfpas
and Upapurdnas which. have now come down to our hands.
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are not the original ones, as he says—“It is possible, however,

that there may have been an earlier class of Purfunas of which

those now we have are the partial and adulterated representa-

tnel. The ldentlty of the legends in many of them and still

more the ldentlty of the words—for in several of them long,
passages are literally the same—is a sufficient proof that in all
such cases they must be copied either from same other similar.
works or from a common and prior original.”

We_ find in Sanskyit worka of earlier dates that the
characteristic portions of a Purfug are five—wiy, wfreidy, 4,
gamufe v, $arrefadfa ;—first, the primary creation or cosmo-
gony ; second, secondary creation or the destruction and.
xenovation of worlds including chronology ; third, geunealogy
af gods and patriarchs ; fourth, reigns of the Manus ; fifth,.
the history of the Princes of the solar and lunar races and
their descendants ta modern times. The characteristic topics
of a Puriya were so regarded even in the days of Amara Simha,
fifty-six years before the Christian era, for he gives in his
lexicon Pafichalakshana as a synonym of a Purdpa, or one
having five characteristic topics. But in the Purdnas which
have come down to our hands we find the characteristic topics
to be ten in number instead of five. These are wafsery fagny:
o tamafe v, i hogefd degonTe:;, Infwdwgn g,
First, primary creation ; secand, secondary creation ; third,
description and classification of things both movable and
immovable ;. fourth, tha rescue of men as well as of the world
in every age by God in an incarnation assumed according to
his own will or by the prayers of the afflicted from the hands
of some famous giants or antagonista of the Vedas. The fifth
includes the reigns of the Manus, and their sons with
descriptions of corresponding Indras, Rishis and incarnations
of tha God Vishnu,. Sixth, geneslogy of the past, present and
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fatare kings descénded of the God Brahma; seventh, histories
of the kings and their descendants ; eighth, the deatruction of
the world either casual, natural, temporary or permanent ;
ninth, the iufluence of Avidyd or ignorancé in creation ;
teuth, reduction of Brahma or the universal spirit to a personal
spirit, Jfva, under the influence of M4y4.

Now if the Purfyas had ‘undergone no change since Amara-
Simha’s time, we should have found iu some of them at least
only the five chardcteristic topics mentioned above, Moreover
many of the Purdpas now in our possession neither fully answer
to the former deseription nor to the latter. On the other
hand they assign paramount importance to individual
divinities, such as Siva, Vishpu &c., and chiefly treat of rites
and observances connected with their worship, -

Hence it might be inferred that, a great part of the present
Purdpas and Upapurdpas had, most probably, . been compiled
after - the present popular forms of the Hindu religion assumed
their sectarian character, and none of them did so earlier than
the time of Sankaréchérya the great Saiva reformer who flou-
rished, in all likelihood, in the eightl or ninth ceutury, and of
the Vaishnava teachers Rémbauja,Madhvichdrya and Vallabh4-
chéirya, who flourished in the twelfth, thirteenth, and sixteenth
centuries respectively. The Purdpas generally advocate the
doctrines taught by them, In fact the Purfyas and Upapurfims
are works of evideutly different ages, and have been compiled
under different ¢ircumstances, though the dates cannot be
exactly ascertained. #

. # In support of my position reference may bo made to the following
passages of this Purdna,

R v fraRwygn adad )
AIHTWERMMAGAIZAZTIAG A
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The Vyihann4radfya is an Upapurépa chiefly advocating the
* Vaishnava faith, Though no date is attached to it, yet from its

- firg o wit arerfidy faw: o |
st wowry Wfedifen: o
Chap. XIV, Blokas 213—214.
wAcy wvmm aanite wfawfa )
. wrafeafar wivet ax g o
© o el ) g A8 enfa )
¥ & gweaagife fawrafa # dwz: )
wyafzgamme gonfa wav w9 )
wwreToe A @8: e geTe
- wmfefawn &x edamwang:
aqr dqford wetay A9 fawrafa
Chap. XV, Slokas 73—76,
g TR farforagac |
9 g wreTet sy |
% feal anwwfefewifeangac |
Tye Qo @iy arfemmegdn
' wafrwagdy avw sy @ dxd@q)
af fagwrerardt avarww waqa
awTCA! aisfy s an g
ATt ww ol ot 4

o Chap, X1V, Slokas 135—138,
" ""We know from the Bahkaravijays, & book on Baikara’s victory over his
antagonists by his famous follower Anandagiri, that before the time of
Bankardohdryya the custom of marking body with inflamed shell &o. was
prevailing in all over India especially in its southern parts, It was
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countents we have sufficiént reason to think -that; it must have
been compiled in comparatively recent times when Bauddhdism
was rooted out and was universally despised + and . when
the creeds of the different sects were not only well established
but were tending towards a reconciliation probably afterlong
centaries of discontent. It is in the form of & dialpgue be-
tween Nirada and Sanatkuméra, and contains prayers
addressed to Vishpu and injuuctions to observe various rites
and keep holy certain seasons in honour of the deity. The
legends occasionally introduced in it are very few, of which the
birth of M4rkandeya, the destruction of Sagara’s sons, and the
story of the Dwarf Avatéra are very interesting. It is complete
in thirty-eight chapters, and has nearly 83500 Slokas. .

In order to render this edition a most useful and correct
one, I have consulted five MSS which I shall designate as (=),
(), (), (%) and (¥). MSS (%) and (@) were borrowed from the
Calcutta Sanskrit College Library, and (%) from a Pandit of
Bhétpirs, I received (w) from the library of the Asiatic

Bankardchéryya only who not only first condemned this custom but tried
also his best to root out it from the country, Hence we may easily infer
that, the compilation of Vyihanndradiya Purdéna must have been after the
time of Binkardchdryys, Dr. Wilson infers that, it might have been
compuled between the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,

t+ e feime wvwafy § o)
a@ ¥ frgfemifer wrafemedty o
fan: qrafen: sirwr g4t ? txfrgam )
awmfemardta gfe 3y wiwary n
wratswwaY qif feaft Nred fadty )
wiat & fagfrmifer wrerwite fada: o
Chap, XIV, Slokas 69—171.
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Society of Bengal, and Papdit Madhusidana Smritiratna of the
Calcutta Sanskyit College favoured me with MS (¥), (W) is
in Bengali character, complete, does not appear to be very old,
but is incorrect, (&) is in Devandgarf character, very old,
worn out, worm-eaten, wanting some pages here and there, and
incorrect. (W) is in Bengali character, very old, writing effaced,
especially in the last two or three pages which are illegible,
but correct. (%) is in Bengali character, bound in book form;
new, and complete, but not very correct, (¥) is in Bengali
character, very old, complete, and correct, 1 have not given
preference to any one of them in particular. I have tried to
pick. up’ correct passages from every one, and the rejected
ones have been given as different readings in the foot notes,
where I have given also the modern forms of nearly all the
Krsha words, In fact, I have spared no pains to make the
edition thoroughly correct as well as useful to the reader, but I
do not know how far I have been successful, )
I take ‘this opportunity to acknowledge my obligations to
my learned friend Pandit HariSchandra Kaviratna, Assistant
Professor of Banskrit in the Presidency College, who kindly
looked over the proofs as they passed through in press, and
afforded me material help by his valuable suggestions,

HRISHIKESA §ASTRI.

.~
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